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GWRRA     Region N     Chapter NC-I     Asheville, North Carolina    Aug. 2004 
www.gwrranci.org 

 
 Another month has past and it is time to say hello again!  The month of August has been a quiet month 
for Chapter I.   
 Our Saturday ride in August, took us to Natural Tunnel Park, north of Gate City, VA.  We want to thank 
Monte and Marcie for leading the ride.  The picnic lunch down in the ravine was enjoyable.  Please take a look 
at the website for pictures. 
 Fred King and Karen Cody hosted our August Potluck Dinner.  Thank you for your hospitality and the 
great food.  The fly casting tourney was fun for all who participated.  Great idea Fred.   
 The August meeting was well attended.  We passed the Western Traveler to Waynesville.  
 
Wings Over the Smokies: 
 
The volunteer sign up sheet was passed around for the Poker Run Table.  Please notate that the sheet is included 
in this newsletter and make a note of the times you have signed up for.  We still need some additiona l help.  If 
you are unable to make it, please let us know so that we may reschedule you.  If you signed up for a shirt, we 
request that you take your turn at the poker run table. 
 
The November Meeting has been rescheduled to Thursday, November 18th at Ryan’s on Patton Avenue.  Eat at 
6:00 meet at 7:00. 
 
Our Christmas Party has been scheduled for December 10th at 7:00 pm at the Sagebrush Restaurant on 
Hendersonville Road.  Please RSVP to Teresa Hughes or Beverly.  We must give the restaurant a head count 
about a week before the party.  Gift exchange will be discussed at the next meeting in October. 
 
Don’t forget that the September Meeting has been canceled due to Wings Over the Smokies. 
 
Ride safe and see you all at WOS. 
 
      Russ and Beverly Daggett 
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POKER RUN SCHEDULE 

TIME   FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24th   
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 

25th 

9:00 TO 11:00 A.M. 1. BURCE DOAN 1. JOE MARTONE 

9:00 TO 11:00 A.M. 2. BRENDA DOAN 2. PATSY MARTONE 

9:00 TO 11:00 A.M. 3. JOE MARTONE 3. JOHN SMATHERS 

9:00 TO 11:00 A.M. 4. PATSY MARTONE 4. BETTY SMATHERS 

9:00 TO 11:00 A.M. 5.   5. MONTE SNELL 

9:00 TO 11:00 A.M. 6.   6. MARCIE SNELL 

      

11:00 TO 1:00 P.M. 1. CLIFF WISOR 1. JIM LACKEY 

11:00 TO 1:00 P.M. 2. MARK PATNEAUDE 2. MARK PATNEAUDE 

11:00 TO 1:00 P.M. 3. JIM MORRIS 3. TERESA HUGHES 

11:00 TO 1:00 P.M. 4. TERESA HUGHES 4. ALLEN HUGES 

11:00 TO 1:00 P.M. 5. ALLEN HUGES 5. JIM MORRIS 

      

1:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 1. LINDA MILLER   

1:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 2. BILL ROLAND 1. BEVERLY DAGGETT 

1:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 3. GAIL ROLAND 2. RUSS DAGGETT 

1:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 4. RUSS DAGGETT 3. LINDA MILLER 

1:00 TO 3:00 P.M. 5. PHIL HENDRICKS    

       

      
Please sign up for a two hour session if possible.  Also please include your phone number. 
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Rider Education 
Wil Higdon – Chapter NC-I Educator 

Rider Educator Needed 

GWRRA maintains its non-profit status solely because of the public service provided by its Rider Education 
program. My work has taken me out-of-town so often that I’ve missed several chapter meetings here in 
Asheville, and it looks like that trend will continue. I have, however, been to a couple of meetings at my old 
chapter in St. Louis.  

We’re looking for a volunteer to take over the Chapter NC-I Rider Educator position. If you think you would 
like to give it a try, contact the Chapter Directors, Russ and Beverly Daggett, or the Assistant Directors, Bill and 
Gail Roland. I can continue updating the web site pretty much wherever my work takes me.  

Are You Connected? 

Do you pull a trailer, either with your Goldwing or another vehicle? Do you use your safety chains? Are they 
connected properly? This information is adapted from an article by Dennis Hull of Chapter NC-J.  

Use TWO safety chains with a weight rating at least double the total weight you expect to tow, including the 
base weight of your trailer plus all of the contents. Your two safety chains must be affixed to a point that is 
attached to the frame of the bike, NOT just to the hitch itself. If the hitch fails, your safety chains should not fail 
with it! 

Fasten your two safety chains to the bike with some type of device at least equal in strength to the chains 
themselves. At our September meeting, I showed two "snap clip" type of fasteners that happen to be rated at 170 
pounds, one fresh out of the package and one with which I used to connect a length of chain together into a 
short loop. I placed the loop of chain on the trailer hitch of my four-wheeler, put my foot into the loop, and put 
almost all of my weight on it before it disintegrated. Be aware that many new trailers come equipped with this 
type of substandard device. You can purchase a screw-type of chain link rated at over 800 pounds at Wally 
World, Lowes, etc. 

Cross the chains under the trailer tongue so they form a cradle. There should be just enough slack to allow a 
full turn without binding, but without excess chain hanging down in a useless, sagging loop. With sufficiently 
short chains crossed under the trailer tongue, if the hitch should fail (whether it is a common trailer hitch ball or 
a Heim joint type of connection) your trailer tongue should remain supported under the bike until you can bring 
the rig to a safe stop. One chain could allow the tongue to pull off to one side of the bike, too much chain will 
allow the hitch to run up underneath the rear wheel, and chains which are not crossed will allow the tongue to 
fall directly onto the ground, where it is likely to "dig in" and flip the trailer. 

Adjust the coupler on your trailer tongue so the coupler can turn freely on the ball, but not so loose that there 
is any chance that the coupler can come loose from the ball.  A good item to add to your T-CLOCS inspection 
list would be to check the adjustment of the coupler on the ball whenever you hook up your trailer. This 
inspection should also include checking the bolts that fasten the hitch to the bike's frame, and the bolt that 
fastens the ball/Heim joint to the hitch. 

A good quality of lube will reduce friction between the ball and the coupler. You can purchase a small 
container of trailer hitch lube in the sports/trailer/auto section of most any auto or sporting goods store, however 
I have also found over the years that a small plastic jar of Vaseline or other petroleum jelly works just as well as 
the trailer hitch specific lube. It is a bunch cheaper and you can purchase it everywhere. 

After fastening the coupler to the ball and making certain it is secure, immediately (so that you won't forget) 
use some type of safety device to make that connection permanent. A short bolt with a nylon locknut works 
well, however a trailer hitch lock can be purchased for a small sum and it will add some small amount of theft 
prevention to your trailer. I've been told in the past, “My coupler has a little locking clip on the bottom of it that 
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keeps it latched.” Do not rely on tha t little locking clip to keep your trailer securely following your path of 
travel. Hit a few large bumps and the question becomes not “if” it will fail, but “when” it will fail. 

Be aware that your trailer is your responsibility, and any damage/injury/death that it should cause if it 
becomes detached from your towing vehicle automatically becomes your responsibility also. You do not want 
to be merrily riding along on the interstate only to see your trailer come riding past you no longer being attached 
to your motorcycle. Likewise, you do not want to come to a stop at the signal light of a busy intersection just to 
see your trailer continue it's path into that intersection. 

This information is not meant in any way to be all- inclusive. This hasn't touched on lighting, tires, wheel 
bearings, suspension adjustments, the proper loading of the trailer, etc. It is intended, however, to help make all 
of us aware of the tremendous responsibility we have to assure the safe towing of our trailers, and point out 
some common sense (but often overlooked) methods to make that responsibility more tenable.  

Ride often and ride safely. 
 

To All, 
  
Here's you chance to get your very own NC Rider Education Raffle Ticket! 
  
These tickets support the GWRRA North Carolina Rider Education Program.  
  
The drawing will be held at the closing ceremonies at Wings Over the Smokies on September 25, 
2004. You don't have to be present to win. 
  

Tickets are $10.00 each. Here's what you could win: 
  
First prize of $1000.00 
  
Second prize of $200.00 
  
Three third prizes of $100.00 each. 
  
I've been working in Illinois near St. Louis a lot this summer. I've missed several Chapter NC-I 
meetings, and I completely forgot about these tickets until just now. I'll have to turn them in to the 
district educator soon, so to be first on your block to get your raffle ticket, contact me right away.  
  
Wil Higdon 
wil_higdon@charter.net 
(828) 251-1172 
(Making the transition from bellsouth.net. 
Please use the charter.net email address.) 

 How time flies, its September and time for Wings over the Smokies again. We are looking forward to seeing 
all our old friends and making new ones. Wings is always fun and educational, we learn from each other. Be 
sure to stop by the Poker Run table even if you not working and try your luck and a great ride. You are sure to 
find plenty of “smiles” at this year’s rally. 
 
Thanks to Fred and Karen for opening their home for a great Pot Luck Supper and some “fishy” games. There 
was friendly competition and prizes galore, Russ wins again. Fall and Spring are my favorite times to ride and 
we are looking forward to riding with you all.  Ride Safely! 
 
Bill & Gail 
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GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION 
GWRRA CHAPTER NC – I     

ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 
www.gwrranci.org 

 
Chapter Staff 

 
Chapter Directors ----------------------------------Russ & Beverly Daggett----------------------------828-654-7904 
Assistant Chapter Directors ----------------------Bill & Gail Roland ----------------------------------828-687-8599 
Chapter Educator & Webmaster----------------Wil Higdon-------------------------------------------828-251-1172 
Treasurer---------------------------------------------Marcie Snell------------------------------------------828-667-3540 
Activities Coordinator-----------------------------Teresa Hughes----------------------------------------828-684-3216 
Ride Coordinator------------------------------------Monte Snell-------------------------------------------828-667-3540 
Technical Advisor-----------------------------------Phil Hendricks---------------------------------------828-699-0980 
Newsletter Editor-----------------------------------Cliff Wisor---------------------------------------------828-925-6646 
 

Next Meeting:      Sept. meeting cancelled due to Wings Over the Smokies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cliff Wisor 
PO Box 296 
Old Fort, NC. 28762-0296 
seawalker@charter.net 
 


